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The Youth Engagement Project (YEP) is a partnership between CFPIC and the
California Department of Social Services (CDSS) to improve Child Welfare policies,
programs and practices by building capacity for youth engagement at the state
and local level. YEP works with counties to engage current or former foster youth
on local projects designed to strengthen Child Welfare systems. These youth,
called YEP Ambassadors, can engage with county coordinators in a variety of
ways.

Through the Youth Ambassador program, young people are given opportunities to
participate in advocacy, share their lived experiences, develop leadership skills,
and connect with other youth and professionals across California.

In this edition of The Youth Truth, we are highlighting the experiences,
accomplishments, and advocacy work of youth who continue to demonstrate the
power of lived experience and youth voice.

From speaking at graduation ceremonies to mentoring other foster youth and
participating in conversations about improving child welfare systems, our
ambassadors continue to show that our experiences can become a source of
leadership and change.



WELCOME TO YEP!

MEET OUR NEW YOUTH AMBASSADORS

e Desiree’ Session — Orange County
e Montserrat Diaz — Orange County
e Ashley Ortega — Glenn County

e Khloe Gonzales - Tulare County

e Shaela Guinn — Tulare County

We're excited to welcome our
newest Youth Ambassadors to the
Youth Engagement Project! We look
forward to hearing your voices

and perspectives!

FROM FOSTER YOUTH TO MENTOR

MICHAEL JAYDAN: TURNING EXPERIENCE INTO ADVOCACY

Michael’s Story Is one exomple of how #GreaterThan #FosterCare #FosterYouthStories
former foster youth can use their #FosterYouth #FosterNation

experiences to give back to their
communities.

Through mentorship, public speaking, and
advocacy, former foster youth can provide
encouragement and guidance to young
people who may be navigating similar
experiences.

Programs such as Foster Nation’s Sparks
mentorship program demonstrate the
importance of having supportive people
and resources available as young people
transition into adulthood.

Michael’s journey also highlights an
important message for foster youth:
Your past does not have to determine
your future.



WHY YOUTH VOICE MATTERS

YEP Youth Ambassadors continue to participate in opportunities that strengthen
youth voice at both the local and state levels.

Ambassadors have contributed by:

e Representing youth perspectives in
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child welfare programs and
practices

Youth participation is important because young people bring perspectives that
cannot be replicated by someone who has not experienced the system firsthand.

WHY YOUTH VOICE MATTERS

Members of the YEP team were
able to attend the Independent
Reimaging ILP, o5 .
o, i Living Program (ILP) Convening at
bt spemer 25,202 .. Woodland Community College on

Building 900

& ™ \' - September 25. Hosted by the
_._ =,/ , California Department of Social
' | / = Services, the convening created
opportunities for networking and
learning more about the new
Tiered Rate Structure and ILP

expectations.

Welcome

(Aliyana Montevirgen, Jennasey
Stuerke, Margo Fudge)




AMBASSADORS MAKING AN IMPACT

USING LIVED EXPERIENCE TO CREATE CHANGE

Jennasey Stuerke | YEP Youth Ambassador

Placer County ILP Banking Guide

Helping youth build financial independence

As part of the Youth Engagement project, Jennasey Stuerke, a YEP Youth Ambassador,
collaborated with Placer County Independent Living Program (ILP) to create a Banking
Comparison Guide designed to help youth navigate the process of opening and managing
their first steps toward financial independence, by opening and managing a bank account

of their own.

This guide compares banking options that are available to youth and breaks down
important information, such as age requirements, required documents, how to apply,
savings options, and banking features. It also includes a glossary of common banking
terms and information about how to obtain the documents youth may need to open an

account.

This resource was specifically created to make financial information easier for youth to
understand, and most importantly, to help them feel more prepared as they navigate and
move toward greater financial independence.

PLACER COUNTY ILP BANKING COMPARISON GUIDE

For informational purposes only; please verify current information with the bank, as policies may change.
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Last updated Aug 2026

“Your first
account can be
your first step
toward
independence”

-Jennasey
Stuerke | YEP
Youth
Ambassador



COUNTY
PARTNER
SPOTLIGHT

ORANGE COUNTY:
HITTING THE GROUND

RUNNING ENGAGEMENT PROJECT
f_

Orange county is new to YEP and has already hit the ground running! With a
passion for youth engagement and new ideas, Orange County’s county lead,
Mike West has been working closely with two Youth Ambassadors to create
meaningful opportunities for youth voice and involvement.

One of their first projects was creating an Orange County YEP logo to represent
their vision and identity within the Youth Engagement Project. Following the logo
project, the team worked on a survey for Transitional Aged Youth (TAY) focused
on improving mental health support for foster youth in Orange County. The
Youth Ambassadors were invited to review the survey and provide feedback,
ensuring that the perspectives of young people with lived experience were
included.

The Orange County Youth Ambassadors are also reviewing and providing
feedback on the county’s TAY website, having strengthened resources and
information available to current and former foster youth.



YOUTH AMBASSADOR SPOTLIGHT

Celebrating Youth Voice: Lillian Green

YEP Youth Ambassador Lillian Green uses her voice to bring attention to the
experience of foster youth and the challenges they may face during important

transitions.

In her recent writing, “September and Foster Youth: Starting Over When School
Begins”, Lillian highlights how the beginning of a new school year may bring
uncertainty for young people in foster care, especially when changes in placement
may also mean changing schools, friends, teachers, and communities. Through her
writing, Lillian brings vital awareness to the importance of stability, support, and
connection for foster youth as they navigate the transition into a new school year.

San Diego:

INspiring youth to strive
for greatness

YEP Ambassador Josue recently
provided remarks at a San Diego
County graduation event, where he
shared his story and encouraged
other youth. His participation is an
example of how YEP Ambassadors
use their lived experience and voice
to create meaningful connections
and inspire other young people.

Through opportunities like this, Youth
Ambassadors are able to share their
experiences, build confidence and
help make sure the voices of current
and former foster youth are
represented in important spaces.
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Become a

CFPIC’S YOUTH ENGAGEMENT PROJECT (YEP) IS
RECRUITING SKILLS COACHES TO ASSIST CURRENT
AND FORMER FOSTER YOUTH IN NAVIGATING
ADULTHOOD!

Help a current or former foster youth build the skills and connections
they need to navigate adulthood.

As a Coach, you’ll support a young person in building relationships &
networks, professional development, and life skills & self-sufficiency.

We are looking for people who have: P\pp\\] E&ﬁﬁi@'

The ability to commit to 8 months of coaching

.Er- L -"cgp_,ffq

Lived experience in foster care \(.\e(e S T f-ifi .
" " |

5+ years of professional experience L P
\j . _..LP-R L

YEP works with counties to engage current and former foster youth in projects that
strengthen child welfare policies, programs, and practices at the state and local levels. To
learn more, visit our website and view our program overview video .

Questions? | Contact YEP Director Margo Fudge at

MARGO.FUDGE@CFPIC.ORG OR 619-602-8747
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